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reflection on you. If anybody thought it I should be the first to
inform them that there is no ground for it whatever ?—I value that,
nay lord, more highly than I can say.
Closing Speech for Defence.
Sir H. curtis beknett—If your lordship pleases—gentlemen
of the jury, only two days ago I had the opportunity of addressing
you, I am afraid at some considerable length, in opening the case
for Major Armstrong to you. Having opened the case on t&at
occasion at some considerable length, and, if I may say so, having
realised how carefully you have attended to what T then ventured
to put before you for your consideration, I hope in addressing you
now for the last time to be able to confine my remarks to a very
much shorter period of time than I occupied on Monday. Gentle-
men, you have reached now very nearly the last stage of this most
remarkable case, because to-morrow, I take it, you will have to
consider, each one of you, your verdict, and you will have to give
your verdict; and you will not forget when you do come to con-
sider that verdict that it is a verdict not only of you twelve gentle-
men collectively, but of each one of you individually. Each one
of you is just as responsible for the verdict as any other one; and,
therefore, each one of you will have to form your opinion
absolutely upon your own view of the evidence; and, having formed
that opinion, you will then consult together and be able to give, I
hope, a unanimous verdict.
After I addressed you on Monday his lordship cautioned you,
or at least exhorted you, not to discuss the matter unduly until
you had heard everything that could be said on either side. I
must say, with respect, I a little regret that that caution was not
given at the end of the Attorney-General's opening for the prose-
cution on Monday of last week; and I a little regret, and I say it
with great respect, that it should only have come when the defence
was for the first time put before you, and that you had not it
before you when you were going to hear the evidence given for
the defence, because, if it was a good exhortation at all, it was
an exhortation which in my view ought to have existed all through
a trial which has such nice issues as this trial has.
Mr. justice darling—I say at once that I regret I had not
given the advice sooner. It is advice that I ought to have given
the jury before, but I gave it the first moment it came to my mind.
Sir H. curtis bennett—Yes, and I am sure your lordship
will not mind my saying what I have.
Mr. justice darling—Not in the least.
Sir H. curtis bennett—I agree with what his lordship has
already said, that if such advice were going to be given I regret,
appearing as I do for Major Armstrong, that that advice should

